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the shore, where the travelers disembarked, leading their horses, and rode off at full speed, taking the same road by which the Queen had come. As the horses were completely covered with trappings, Mary assumed that Douglas was on his way to Edinburgh. As soon as it had landed its passengers on the opposite shore, the boat returned to the castle.
At that moment Mary Seaton announced that Lady Douglas asked leave to call upon the Queen.
It was the second time that the two women were to stand face to face after long years of hatred on the part of Lady Douglas, and of contemptuous indifference on that of the Queen. "With the instinctive coquetry which leads women under any and all circumstances to wish to appear beautiful, especially to other women, Mary motioned with her hand to Mary Seaton, and stood before a small mirror which hung on the wall in a heavy Gothic frame, where she arranged her hair and adjusted the lace about her neck. She then seated herself in her most becoming attitude in the only armchair which the parlor could boast, and said to Mary Seaton with a smile that she might introduce Lady Douglas, who at once entered the room.
Mary's expectation was not disappointed: for all her loathing for James V.'s daughter, and despite the self-control which she believed that she possessed, Lady Douglas could not repress a gesture of amazement, which bore abundant witness to the impression Mary's marvelous beauty produced upon her. She had thought to find her crushed by her misfortunes, pale from ennui, and humbled by captivity, but she was the same calm, beautiful, haughty creature as before.
Mary saw the effect she had produced, and said with an ironical smile, partly to Mary Seaton, who was leaning